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Informational Order 2015-002

Issued February 2015

Applied to Delta and its watersheds 

(Sacramento & San Joaquin Rivers)

Distributed to 445 recipients, representing 

1,061 claims of right (top 90% of reported 

senior water use)



REQUESTED INFORMATION

Forecast volume of diversions, by month

Actual monthly diversion volumes

Basis of right to divert

Point of use, place of use for each claim



REPORTING

Use by month in 2014 – five months early

Projection of use by month for 2015

Actual use in 2015 – by 5th of every ensuing month

Documents which support the claimed water right –

within 30 days (March 6, 2015)



Area Subject to Information Order
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Sacramento River Watershed
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San Joaquin River Watershed
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Delta Watershed

12



13

Place of Use
Point of Diversion

Parcel Boundaries

Watercourse

Division Analysis 2
Information Supports Some Elements of Claimed 

Water Right
Riparian

Appropriative



Example Riparian Submittal
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Example Riparian Submittal
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Example Riparian Submittal
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Example Pre-1914 Submittal
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S t a f f
AnalysisCATEGORIES 

1

2

3

4

Responses that do not provide information supporting all the 

elements of the claimed water right.

Responses that provide information supporting many, but not all, of 

the elements of the claimed water right.

Responses that provide information supporting each of the elements 

of the claimed water right.

Responses that indicate an alternative basis of right to divert water 

(usually a water supply contract) in addition to the underlying right.
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Riparian Category Pre-1914 Category

Claim
Total 

Statements R1 R2 R3 R4 N/A P1 P2 P3 P4 N/A

Only Riparian 108 9 9 18 72 0 0 0 0 72 36

Only Pre-14 75 0 0 0 6 69 27 11 31 6 0

Both 864 113 142 344 265 0 522 14 73 255 0

Neither 14 1 0 0 12 1 0 0 0 12 2

Total 1061 123 151 362 355 70 549 25 104 345 38

Results of Staff Analysis

Security Blanket of a Water Supply Contract



General FINDINGS

Most diverters submitted documents providing 

substantial support for at least one claim

Staff identified additional materials illuminating claims

Many diverters claim “overlapping” riparian and pre-14 

appropriative rights

Illustrates the challenge of administering incompatible 

shortage allocation regimes in the “hub” of our system



UsefulNotes

Staff’s review is not an adjudication of water 

rights

The review does not identify unlawful 

diversions or invalid water right claims

The summary of responses does represent the 

first comprehensive, accessible taxonomy of 

senior water right claims in the watershed



Hold for screenshot of website where stakeholders can download
the xls spreadsheet



Stakeholder

“Crowd Correction” 

is encouraged

Claimants have a framework for
additional information

Spreadsheet and supplemental
information will be updated

Available to public



Source: NOAA
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Questions & Comments
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